立即行动起来，积极游说将针灸纳入纽约州EHB计划
美国中医药针灸学会会员及纽约针灸界同道：

兹向各位介绍有关纽约州健保基本福利(EHB)计划的最新动态，并呼吁各位立即给纽约州卫生厅(DOH)和联邦卫生部(HHS)负责EHB计划的主管写请愿信，要求他们将针灸纳入本州的EHB计划中。

基本情况介绍：过去几个月以来，纽约针灸界就此事积极与纽约州卫生厅负责EHB计划的主管进行沟通，要求将针灸纳入该项计划。根据于2010年初通过的美国全民健保改革法案，这项EHB计划应包括十项最基本的医疗服务(如急诊服务，产科与新生儿照顾、住院、预防医疗、处方药等)，但对于其中细则规定及是否将其它医疗项目(如整脊疗法、针灸、理疗等)纳入其中，则由各州自行选择，并在本月26日前作出最后决定。相关信息请点击以下链接：http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/06/health/interest-groups-push-to-fill-margins-of-health-coverage.html?_r=1&adxnnl=1&pagewanted=all&adxnnlx=1354906812-BTRJMsf6e8OZJgLcJdEG9g
有关纽约州的EHB计划：目前，负责制定纽约州EHB计划的纽约州卫生厅(DOH)主管部门考虑以牛津健保公司(Oxford Health Plans)的EPO计划为本州EHB计划的蓝本，而这个计划并没有包括针灸项目。鉴此，以ASNY为首的纽约针灸界游说工作团队通过各种可能的渠道与主管部门进行密集沟通，争取说服他们将针灸纳入其中。然而，这项游说工作仍未获得突破性的进展。目前，纽约州医将他们所选定的EHB计划提交给联邦卫生部。
面对目前的被动局面，纽约州针灸界将为争取将针灸纳入本州的EHB计划作最后努力：根据ASNY的建议，本会要求每一位会员及纽约针灸界同道立即行动起来，以个人的名义给纽约州卫生厅负责EHB计划的主管写请愿信，要求将针灸纳入本州的EHB计划中；同时，分别给联邦卫生部负责EHB计划的主管及卫生补驻纽约的地区办事处主任写请愿信，通过他们要求纽约州重新考虑将针灸纳入到本州的EHB计划中。希望各位业界同行尽可能动员家属、亲友和病人加入这个请愿行动。根据游说对象的不同，本会准备了3封请愿信样本(请阅相关附件)，以供参考使用。鉴于这项工作的紧迫性，这3封请愿信应于12月21日之前分别寄发到以下地址：
(1) 给纽约州卫生厅(DOH)负责EHB项目主管Donna Frescatore的请愿信请寄：

                                    Donna Frescatore

                                    Executive Director

                                    New York State Health Exchange

                                    Executive Chamber

                                    State Capital

                                    Albany, NY 12224

(2) 给联邦卫生部(HHS)负责EHB项目主管部门的请愿信请寄：

                                   Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

                                   Department of Health and Human Services

                                   Attn: CMS-9980-P

                                   P. O. Box 8010

                                   Baltimore, MD 21244-8010
(3) 给联邦卫生部(HHS)驻纽约地区主管Jaime Torres的请愿信请寄：

                                      Jaime Torres

                                   HHS Regional Director

                                   Jacob K. Javits Federal Building

                                   26 Federal Plaza, Room 3835

                                   New York, NY 10278

考虑会员的方便，我们准备了上述3个通讯地址的Mailing Label，如有需要，可将其打印使用。

此外，也可以在12月26日下午5点之前通过以下网站将意见向联邦卫生部表达我们对EHB问题的建议和看法：http://www.regulations.gov/#!submitComment;D=CMS-2012-0142-0001
能否将针灸纳入纽约州EHB计划，直接关系到纽约州针灸业者的生计。在此，本会呼吁每一位业界同道切实把握这几十年一遇的机会，全力投入到这次游说请愿工作中。作为一个弱势行业，我们的力量有限，唯有团结起来勇敢地去面对挑战，才有可能化解所面临的被动局面，实现我们共同的工作目标。这也是我们对自己、对纽约针灸社区、以及对美国针灸发展历史所应尽的责任！
如有如何相关问题，请与本会保险立法组Emily联系，电话：347-399-5569。

朋友们，为了我们的生存和专业权益，一起努力吧！

美国中医药针灸学会(ATCMS)    2012年12月10日
To Get Acupuncture Included in the Package of the EHB in NYS

Dear ATCMS Members & Acupuncture Colleagues:

We are writing this letter to share the updated information of the EHB in NYS with you, and urge you to send petition letters to the DOH (Department of Health) of NYS and the HHS (Department of Health and Human Services) to urge them to re-consider acupuncture as one of the covered benefits of the EHB (Essential Health Benefits) in NYS.

The Essential Information of EHB:  The representatives of the acupuncture community in NYS have been lobbying for months regarding the above issue. The EHB is required to cover 10 broad categories including emergency services, maternity and newborn care, hospitalization, preventive care and prescription drugs, according to the new health care laws passed at the beginning of 2012. But it allows each state to choose its own guaranteed benefits within the 10 broad categories. Whether insurance will cover chiropractic care, acupuncture, or physical therapies will vary significantly by state. The final decision will be made by state government on December 26. Please click the following link for the detailed information: http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/06/health/interest-groups-push-to-fill-margins-of-health-coverage.html?_r=1&adxnnl=1&pagewanted=all&adxnnlx=1354906812-BTRJMsf6e8OZJgLcJdEG9g
The Status of EHB for NYS:  The DOH (Department of Health) of NYS has chosen EPO plan provided by Oxford Health Plans as the package of EHB in NYS. This plan doesn’t cover acupuncture. To convince the administrators of DOH to re-consider acupuncture as one of the covered benefits of the EHB, the team led by ASNY has been trying best for lobbying. However, there is only a limited progress in the campaign. Recently, NYS has submitted the EHB plan to HHS.
The Action Needed to Be Taken Immediately:  As the suggestion of ASNY, ATCMS urges every member and other acupuncture colleagues to send a petition letter to DOH of NYS to require them for re-considering acupuncture as one of the covered benefits of the EHB for the state. Also, we suggest you to send a letter to both HHS/CMS and HHS regional director in NY area to urge them to require NYS considering acupuncture included in the package of NYS’s EHB. You may ask your family members, friends, and patients to participate in the letter-writing campaign. We have provided three samples of petition letter on this website for your reference. Due to the deadline, these petition letters should be mailed separately to the following addresses, by December 21.
(1) The letter to DOH of NYS should be mailed to:

                       Donna Frescatore

                       Executive Director

                       New York State Health Exchange

                                      Executive Chamber

                                      State Capital

                                      Albany, NY 12224

(2) The letter to HHS/CMS should be mailed to:

                                     Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

                                     Department of Health and Human Services

                                     Attn: CMS-9980-P

                                     P. O. Box 8010

                                     Baltimore, MD 21244-8010

(3) The letter to HHS regional director in NY area should be mailed to:

                                     Jaime Torres

                                     HHS Regional Director

                                     Jacob K. Javits Federal Building

                                     26 Federal Plaza, Room 3835

                                     New York, NY 10278

We have provided the mailing labels for the above three mails on this website. If you need, please print it out for your usage.
Also, formal comments can be directly submitted to HHS by 5pm, December 26, at the link below:

http://www.regulations.gov/#!submitComment;D=CMS-2012-0142-0001
The campaign is of vital importance to acupuncturist’s professional rights and benefits. Hopefully, every acupuncturist will work with us to win it. Comparing with other medical community, we have limited power on that. We have to unite together to protect our rights and benefits, otherwise we’ll lose this opportunity.
Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact Emily at: 347-399-5569.

Let’s try our best!

American TCM Society (ATCMS)                December 10, 2012
Mailing Labels Prepared for the Petition Letters

	To DOH of NYS
	To HHS/CMS
	To HHS Regional Director in NY

	  Donna Frescatore

  Executive Directo

  New York State Health Exchange

  Executive Chamber, State Capital

  Albany, NY 12224


	   Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

   Department of Health and Human Services

   Attn: CMS-9980-P

   P. O. Box 8010

   Baltimore, MD 21244-8010


	  Jaime Torres

  HHS Regional Director

  Jacob K. Javits Federal Building

  26 Federal Plaza, Room 3835

  New York, NY 10278



	  Donna Frescatore

  Executive Directo

  New York State Health Exchange

  Executive Chamber, State Capital

  Albany, NY 12224


	   Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

   Department of Health and Human Services

   Attn: CMS-9980-P

   P. O. Box 8010

   Baltimore, MD 21244-8010


	  Jaime Torres

  HHS Regional Director

  Jacob K. Javits Federal Building

  26 Federal Plaza, Room 3835

  New York, NY 10278



	  Donna Frescatore

  Executive Directo

  New York State Health Exchange

  Executive Chamber, State Capital

  Albany, NY 12224


	   Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

   Department of Health and Human Services

   Attn: CMS-9980-P

   P. O. Box 8010

   Baltimore, MD 21244-8010


	  Jaime Torres

  HHS Regional Director

  Jacob K. Javits Federal Building

  26 Federal Plaza, Room 3835

  New York, NY 10278



	  Donna Frescatore

  Executive Directo

  New York State Health Exchange

  Executive Chamber, State Capital

  Albany, NY 12224


	   Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

   Department of Health and Human Services

   Attn: CMS-9980-P

   P. O. Box 8010

   Baltimore, MD 21244-8010


	  Jaime Torres

  HHS Regional Director

  Jacob K. Javits Federal Building

  26 Federal Plaza, Room 3835

  New York, NY 10278



	  Donna Frescatore

  Executive Directo

  New York State Health Exchange

  Executive Chamber, State Capital

  Albany, NY 12224


	   Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

   Department of Health and Human Services

   Attn: CMS-9980-P

   P. O. Box 8010

   Baltimore, MD 21244-8010


	  Jaime Torres

  HHS Regional Director

  Jacob K. Javits Federal Building

  26 Federal Plaza, Room 3835

  New York, NY 10278



	  Donna Frescatore

  Executive Directo

  New York State Health Exchange

  Executive Chamber, State Capital

  Albany, NY 12224


	   Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

   Department of Health and Human Services

   Attn: CMS-9980-P

   P. O. Box 8010

   Baltimore, MD 21244-8010


	  Jaime Torres

  HHS Regional Director

  Jacob K. Javits Federal Building

  26 Federal Plaza, Room 3835

  New York, NY 10278




